GEORGE THE THIRD
Rockingham, therefore, reluctantly consented to stick to his guns.
At every stage the measure to repeal Grenville's Stamp Act was
most hotly assailed in Parliament. In the Lords Camden and in
the Commons Pitt poured out a torrent of shattering criticism
against the claim that it was legally defensible to tax the American
colonists. Bedford, Temple and Grenville stoutly maintained
the same view. Many members of the Royal Household shared
their opinions. It was at once suspected that the King himself
was secretly endeavouring to undermine the influence of his
Ministers: it was openly hinted that in this he was acting under
the advice of Bute. But was the suspicion well-founded ? In
the first place the decision to repeal the Stamp Act put George
himself in an unenviable position. He was to be asked to repudiate
an action which Parliament had taken only a short time previously.
He feared that repeal would be interpreted as an admission of
weakness by the Mother Country; and he disliked all appearances
of weakness in government. At the same time he was averse to
the use of force in this case; and he believed that a modification
of the terms of the Stamp Act might be the proper form of
conciliation to take. Many of his own Household were more
unyielding in their opinions: taking their stand on the belief
that Parliament at Westminster had the right to tax colonists
in America they were whole-hearted in favour of Grenville's
demands for rigorous enforcement of die Stamp Act. George
thereupon let it be known that they were at liberty to vote
against the Government without running the risk of incurring
his displeasure. It was a foolish decision to take, but at least it
was the act of an honourable man. Once he himself was con-
vinced that there was no alternative to enforcement but repeal
he magnanimously accepted the latter solution. To Rockingham
he wrote:
I am now, and have been heretofore, for modification; but that when
many were for enforcing I was then for a repeal of the Stamp Act.
That calmed Rockingham's worst fears and cooled the ardour
of the wildest spirits in the Household who fought hard for
enforcement. In point of fact the King watched with the liveliest
interest the progress of Rockingham's Repeal Bill through
Parliament; and on more than one occasion he went out of his
way to congratulate the Prime Minister and his colleagues on
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